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ODC’s Mission: 
Empowering people with 
disabilities to achieve their 
work and life goals

This project:
• Supports ODC’s transformational journey to 
community employment
• Builds ODC’s capacity to serve individuals 
interested in starting a business
• Expands employment options for people, 
including people with the most significant 
challenges
• Closes a gap – currently there are few 
providers offering customized self-
employment in Wisconsin
• Addresses complexities in funding that can 
make the process challenging



Self-employment is one of the most customizable
employment strategies for employing people with 
disabilities. Self-employment is well aligned with current 
economic trends in the US – including the gig economy. It 
also offers vocational rehabilitation agencies a creative 
and flexible way to increase the employment of people 
with disabilities, including those categorized as having the 
most significant disabilities.
• Joseph Joes, ED for the Harkin Institute for Public Policy ad Citizen 

Engagement at Drake University.

CSE offers a unique avenue of empowerment to people with disabilities who face barriers to 
traditional employment. It can foster independence, flexibility and a sense of purpose.



Why Customized 
Self-Employment 
is Underutilized
CSE is a viable employment 
strategy that is not new. It 
has been an option in 
Wisconsin for almost two 
decades.

•People don’t know it’s an option

•System complexity – an unclear or inconsistently
applied funding model

•The myth that people have to “go it alone” and be 
able to perform all aspects of the business 
themselves

•Creating and launching a business plan can feel 
overwhelming

•Concern about the impact on benefits



The Path to
Self-Employment







Obviously Kelsey







Public Speaking



Contact Information

Opportunity Development Centers, Inc. (ODC) is a private, not-for-profit 
agency whose mission is “to empower people with disabilities to achieve their 

work and life goals.”

Kate Norby, ODC Director of Development
knorby@odcinc.com
715.216.5587

mailto:knorby@odcinc.com
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